
2010-10-14 Eurocopter France: Amendment 39-16293. Docket No. FAA- 2010-0491; Directorate 
Identifier 2009-SW-64-AD.  
 
Effective Date  
 
(a) This airworthiness directive (AD) becomes effective June 7, 2010.  
 
Other Affected ADs  
 
(b) None.  
 
Applicability  
 
(c) This AD applies to Model AS332L2 helicopters, with a main rotor mast assembly (mast) that has 
not been modified per MOD 0743714, installed, certificated in any category.  
 
Note 1: MOD 0743714 includes replacing the plastic peel shim with a stainless steel peel shim, 
installing improved swashplate bearing attachment screws, and increasing the torque on those screws.  
 
Reason  
 
(d) The mandatory continued airworthiness information (MCAI) AD was issued after the discovery of 
broken swashplate bearing attaching screw heads. Failure of these screw heads could lead to the loss 
of the coupling between the non-rotating and the rotating swashplate. This AD is intended to prevent 
loss of power to the rotating swashplate and subsequent loss of control of the helicopter.  
 
Actions and Compliance  
 
(e) For each mast that has less than 750 hours TIS since it was installed on any helicopter or since its 
last overhaul, within 20 hours time-in-service (TIS), unless already done, and thereafter at intervals not 
to exceed 25 hours TIS, and for each mast that has 750 or more hours TIS since it was installed on any 
helicopter or since its last overhaul, within 25 hours TIS, unless already done, and thereafter at 
intervals not to exceed 25 hours TIS:  
 
(1) Inspect for the presence of each mast swashplate bearing attachment screw head by either using a 
mirror or by feeling for the screw heads under the flange. Do the inspections by following the 
Accomplishment Instructions, Operational Procedure, paragraphs 2.B.1. through 2.B.2. and Figure 1, 
of Eurocopter Alert Service Bulletin (ASB) No. 62.00.66, dated September 13, 2006, except this AD 
does not require you to send the assembly to an "approved repair center for investigation and 
reconditioning.''  
 
(2) If an attachment screw head is missing, before further flight, replace the unairworthy mast with an 
airworthy mast.  
 
Note 2: If you have complied with ASB No. 62.00.66, dated September 13, 2006, you have met the 
intent of this AD.  
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Differences Between the FAA AD and the MCAI AD  
 
(f) This AD differs from the MCAI AD as follows:  
 
(1) This AD does not require you to send the assembly to an "approved repair center for investigation 
and reconditioning.''  
 
(2) This AD uses "hours TIS'' instead of "flying hours.''  
 
(3) This AD does not apply to non-installed parts.  
 
(4) This AD does not include an inspection for masts that were inspected per a previous MCAI AD.  
 
Other Information  
 
(g) Alternative Methods of Compliance (AMOCs): The Manager, Safety Management Group, 
Rotorcraft Directorate, FAA, has the authority to approve AMOCs for this AD, if requested, using the 
procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19. Send AMOC request to DOT/FAA Southwest Region, Gary 
Roach, ASW-111, Aviation Safety Engineer, Rotorcraft Directorate, Regulations and Guidance Group, 
2601 Meacham Blvd., Fort Worth, Texas 76137, telephone (817) 222-5130, fax (817) 222-5961.  
 
Related Information  
 
(h) Mandatory Continuing Airworthiness Information (MCAI) Airworthiness Directive No. 2006-
0339, dated November 9, 2006, contains related information.  
 
Joint Aircraft System/Component (JASC) Code  
 
(i) The JASC Code is 6230--Main Rotor Mast/Swashplate.  
 
Material Incorporated by Reference  
 
(j) You must use the specified portions of Eurocopter Alert Service Bulletin No. 62.00.66, dated 
September 13, 2006, to do the actions required.  
 
(1) The Director of the Federal Register approved the incorporation by reference of the service 
information under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51.  
 
(2) For service information identified in this AD, contact American Eurocopter Corporation, 2701 
Forum Drive, Grand Prairie, Texas 75053-4005, telephone (972) 641-3460, fax (972) 641-3527.  
 
(3) You may review copies of the service information at the FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel, 
Southwest Region, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort Worth, Texas, or at the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA). For information on the availability of this material at NARA, 
call (202) 741-6030, or go to: http:// www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-locations.html.  
 
 


